1 March 74 


Dear Ag, 

Your letter of 23 Feb, rec'd yesterday, I decided to type the reply 
because noone should be subjected to that much of my handwriting. I shall try 
to take ¢f up each part of the letter as I come to it, with a few extra things 
thrown in, 

I muzt say that I wholeheartedly agree that any attempt to try to update 
and list prison script is an almost overwhelming chore, I must have a file of 
notes, letters, listings, etc., a foot thick, They are not in the best of order, 
though mostly so, Some prison officials are singularly uncooperative, others 
are quite the opposite, in regard to providing any data. Some are not aware 
of what their own prison has used in the way of monetary substitutes, I really 
did not want to put together a book until I had a chance to correspond with those 
who collect the same thing and see what they had in the way of data, etc. With 
the advent of spring, this project will have to be deferred at least until there 
is more time to devote to it. I think that just state-operated facilities should 
be included in it; though there is something to be said for including all tokens, 
Lately, I have learned of, or have obtained, tokens of which I was unaware last 
year. Sometime, at your leisure, a listimg of what you have would be of a great 
help in thise Te yam, ak ae - 


i On the Marquette set, the 50¢ which I have does not have the beaded 
edge, though I have seen examples of this denomination with the beaded edge, The 
one without the beads was issued later when replacements were needed, I do not 
know if any other denominations exist both ways, Yes, I have seen used ones of 
all denominations, and of both types of the 50c¢. 

My Michigan Reformatory set conforms to your description, except that 
the plastic mix seems to have red streaks in some of the denominations, The 
dollar seems to be mauve colored, I have a five cent which is gray and a five 
cent which is a pale red, Do your examples exhibit this streaky characteristic? 

As far as Missouri is concerned, I fear that I cannot add anything more 
to what is in the Burn*s beok, at least on a state level; the City of St, Louis 
used tokems(Or did) in their medium scurity facility, I have a coupnn booklet 
$15.00 with 50¢, 25¢, 10¢, and 5¢ tickets in it, Nebraska I have a 5¢ rd. zinc, 
and a 19¢ rd. br. I cannot state what a full set consists of because I have been 
given conflieting data. Nebraska now uses a system of ledgers, Small change is 
handled by the use of roll tickets similar to those used in theaters, I do not 
have any of these coupons, so could use any if you have a duplicate, South Daketa: 
I have only the 5¢ rd. br. As of April of 1972, the S,D, State Penitentiary 
usedCommissary Tickets (Rectangular cards about 2% by 4 inches) in denominations 
of $1, 2, 3, 5, and $7, Now, an inmate ledger and transfer of funds form signed 
by the inmate are used, The S.D, #d# Training School uses coupon booklets. 

¥ Florida: tokens the Raiford set is rd. alum, 5¢ to 50¢, Gainesville: 
I understand that a 50¢ rd. br. exists. I have the 5¢, 10¢, and 25¢ rd. br. 

I have a 5¢ and 50¢ State of Alabama Board of Correetioms set in brass, I 
understood that these were the only two denominations in brass, I do not have 
the ones listed in Burns or the Ardmore set, I was unaware that these were two 
different Tennessee dollars, That just goes to show that no matter how much data’ 
one thinks that he has, there is so mich more that is unknown to him, 

I am familiar with the currency listed in Burns and have seen a great 
deal of it as well as items that are not listed, I have not actually seen the 
Nevada item mentioned, 

I do collect any pgison-rejated items, but this extends primarily to 
money substitutes, Jail items, just the tokens and I do not really actively 
seek them. I agree that getting into all of the ramifications of collecting 


—— 
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Page 2 
jail media would be endless, this is why I do not actively seek such items, The 
same holds true for reformatory tickets, booklets, etc, ‘This is an area which 
I have obtained tokens and other related items, but have not gone out of my way 
te do so, Except for the St, Louis token that I mentioned above, I'm afraid that 
I cannot add to your list of tokens, I do have some paper items from some ¢¢¢ 
institutions, I havd tried to limit myself primarily to State Prison or State 
operated facilities, At the outset, I was going to collect only tokens, BUT 
some states have never issued such items, so the criteria was revised and other 
state issued items were included, 

Hope that this answers all of the questions, Thank you for the suggestion 
concerning Paul Cunnéngham; however I already know Paul and Have dealt with him 
many times, He has sent me the Denver token on approval, It would be almost 
impossible to make a list of what I need from Colorado, unless you have one of 
the new books on this that Lee Noot and Jim Wright, etc, have put out. There are 
also many common and not so common tokens which are not even listed in it, I 
have some that fall into both categories, I also provided quite a few of the 
listings in it, I can list a few towns from which I could use any tokens, These, 
perforce, will have to be scarce ones, There are some common tokens which I do 
not have and naturally quite a number of scarce ones, 

On an earlier list which you sent #X7#¢ there were listéngs of some duplicates, 
Of those listed I could use the following: Coupons: Nebraska, Wyoming, Missouri. 
Tokens: Missouri, Kentucky, Wyoming, some from Idaho red, some from New York, 
Nevada, and a Tennessee $1,00 different from my own, Until I get the specific 
list, however, I cannot say what I can use exactly, There may be others, 

Guess that's the end of this epistle, 

COLORADO TOWNS THAT I CAN USE: Akron, Antonito,Apex, Arriba,Animas Forks, Arrow, 
Arvada, Aspen, Atchee, Atwood, Ault, Aurora, Bald Mountain, Basalt, Bayfield, 


Berthoud, BessemerBlackhawk (There are fakes from here!), Brookside, Brush, Capitol City, 


Carbondale, Cardiff, Carr, Caribou, Castle Rock, Chandler, Cheyenne Wells, Coal Creek, 
Coalmont, Coal View, Colorado City, Como, Cortez, Cotopaxi,Crawford, Dacono, Dailey, 
Debeque, Delagua, Dumont, Eads, East Lake, Eaton, Eckley, Edgewater, Elkton,Elyria, 
Engleville,Eureka, Evergreen, Farr,Fort Logan, Fort Lyon, Fowler, Fraser, Frederick, 
Freeland, Fulford, Genoa, Georgetown (EXCEPT for a modern issue), Gillman, Gilerest, 
Gladstone, I need some from Glenwood Springs, Globeville, Golden, Goldfield, Gordon, 
Graham Park, Granby, Grand Lake, Grand Valley, Granite Grant, Gray Creek, Greenland, 
Grover, Gunnison, Gypsum, Hahns Peak, Hancock, Happyville, Haswell, Hesperus, Ibex, 
Idaho Springs (except modern ones and ELKS,), Ignacio, Independence, Ione, Ironton, 
Jackson, Jacktown, JohnstownKliesen City, Kokomo, Lafayette, Laird,La Jara,Lake City, 
Las Animas, La Veta, Littleton, Log Cabin, London, Loveland, Lyons, Mac Gregor, 
Manassa, Mancos, Manitou, Marble, Marion, Marshall, Mesa, Milikin, Minturn, Moffat, 
Monarch, Morley, Mt. Harris, Mt. Morrison, Nederland, Nevadaville, New Castle, 
New Raymer, New Windsor, North Longmont, Ohio City, (not Ohio), Olathe, Ordway, 
Otis, Ovid, Pagosa Springs, Clarkville, Querida, Paoli, Papeton, Pearl, Peetz, 
Phippsburg, Pictou, Piedmont, Pierce, Pine, Pitkin, Plateeville,Poncha Springs, 
Portland, Proctor,Puritan, Pyrolite Ramah, Rangely, Ravenwood Mine, Raymer, 
Red Cliff, Red Mountain (Fakes exist, as do fakes of others), Rico, Ridgway, 
Robison, Rockvale, Rugby, Rullison, Russell Gulch, Saguache, Sanford, Sedalia, 
Seibert, Sherrod, /$/ Silt, Silver Cliffe, Silver Plume, Silverton, Simla, Smuggler, 
Sneffels,Starkville, Steamboat Springs, Stone City, Stoneham, Stratton, Stringtown, 
Strong, Stumptown, Sugar City, Superior, Timnath, Tioga, Tobasco,Turrett, Two Buttes, 
Valdez, Vanadium, Villa Grove, Walden, Vulcan, Walsh , Wattenburg, White Pine, 
White Water, Wiggins, Williamsburg, Wootton, Yampa, Yuma, and Anaconda, 

This is an almost impossible list, There are others from some cities that 
I nee#, but there are also some from thoee places that I have, I really do not 
think that this list is going to be of much value, There are even fake tokens of 
pnes that never existed in the first placel Sincerely, 
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March 15, 1974 
Dear Harry: 


Received your most interesting letter of 1 March 74. Am afraid 
i cannot do justice in fully answering it, as I just returned from a 
week-trip and will be leaving again Friday for San Jose to attend the 
Token Jamboree. But I do want to acknowledge it and answer as best 
I can. 


I very definitely agree with your analysis of prison officials, 
especially your comment that some are not aware of what their insti- 
tution uses for money. Thet is part of the problem cf trying to get 
out a proper book on the subject. I agree that 1t should be perhaps 
limited to the State instituions of the fifty states. But how far 
back can one go, and with what assurance of accuracy? What about 
tokens only? where does one start? and so on. T still think that 
a start should be made and I would hope you would continue, Will 
supply you with what I have as soon as i can. 


An gled to know sbout the 50¢ Marquette, that there were two 
types end both types were used. ‘The 50% is the only one I know of 
also in both types, now that you have seen both. ‘Tye answer to this 
of course is from the institution itself, if they would sive it. 
Along this line am atteching a rubbing of the two types of $1.00 Tennessee 
reverse I mentioned, which is for your information. 


With regard to Nebraska, the reason I am particularly interested, 
4s that I have alg (similier as listed by Burns), a 10¢ (not listed) 
and IT know of a le” br rd reading: Nebraska Stete/Penitentiary/ 
Laneoln, Nebr./ W. 7. Fenton (serip)/ierden/Ffor Use of Inmates Only. 
This is similiar to the set from Missouri ag pictured by Burns in Fig.l. 
I am inclined to bolieve that Missouri and Nebraska used similiar 
tokens and probably made by the same company. This needs looking into. 


Am also inclined to think there are only two bress State of Ala- 
bama Board of Corrections set, probably an experiment. As far as 
currency is concérned, I am particularly interested in it and should 
you run into any that is for sale, would appreciate knowing about it. 
Am also interested in the Florida sets. 


Am keeping your list of Cojorado town tokens handy and will see 
if I can find any. As soon as income tax time if over (and my trip 
and visit with my sister the next two weeks) will work up a list of 
what I have and get 1t to you. 

Regards, 


Se 


IRVING H. WASHINGTON 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
G29 SOUTH HItl STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA SOOI4 
TELEPHONE 624-1234 


ae 
OPAQUE BOND 


COTTON FIBER 
20 LB. SUBSTANCE 


P.O. BOX 11246 - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90011 
TELEPHONE (213) 747-7141 
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February 23, 1974 
Dear Harry: 


Thank you for your recent letter. Am pleased to find some one 
who has gone into a real study of prison money. I had hoped to take 
on the chore myself when I retired. But I can see that it will take 
a lot of time in research and will need a lot of cooperation from 
institution officials and collectors. Since you have made a start, 
I strongly suggest you go on with it. And in any way I can, will do 
my best to help. I wish you well. 


Now to answer some of the questions you asked in your letter. 
On the Marquette set, my 50¢ does not have the beaded edge. It is 
Une -= like an afterthought or they had forgotten to order a 50% orig- 
inally and got it later. Have you seen a used one, or a worn one? 


The Michigan Reformatory you ask about that I have is a plastic 
set, gray in color, consisting of a 5, 10, 25, 50 and 1.00. It reads 
around the edge MICH. RFTY. MDSE TOKEN with the denominations written 
out in words; the reverse is beaded around the edge with numerals. 


I do not have the Colorado Canteen tickets, as you ask. (I assume 
you are referring to the illustration in Burns book.) As for the other 
you inquire of, I have the following: ARIZONA (Arizona State Prison, 
Florence, Arizona) coupons of 1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢; NEBRASKA (Prison Store, 
Pensl Complex, Lincoln, Nebraska) coupon 5¢; MISSOURI (Inmate's Canteen, 
Missouri Intermediate Reformatory, Jefferson City, Mo.) book of 5¢ cou- 
pons; also set of Missouri State Penitentiary as listed in Burns book; 
WYOMING: Inmate Money Transfer only; no coupons. 


You say you do not have any "traders" from Missouri, Nebraska 
and South Dakota. I assume you are speaking of tokens, not scrip. Am 
interested in finding out what constitutes a “set" of tokens in each 
case. Of course, I have the information from Burns as to Missouri; 
but he only lists the 1¢ from Nebraska (and states parenthetically he 
just came across it and there may be more); and nothing at all about 
South Dakota, and I do have one. What do you have in your collection 
regarding these three? 


You ask if I know about the Arkansas Dept. of Corr. set and the 
Railford and Gainesville (FL) sets. I have the Arkansas Dept. of Corr. 
set (it is a 4-piece set), but I do not have nor do I know about the 
two from Florida. Would like to know more about them. 


page two Harry English 


Are you familiar with the Alabama Board of Corrections brass 
tokens? Burns only lists the plastic tokens. I have some plastic 
tokens from the Ardmore Prison Farm in Alabama. 


There are two different reverses in the token set from 
Tennessee State Prison in the dollar tokens. Do you have any 
information regarding it? 


Also there is a 1¢ red fibre from Idaho that is missing in 
most sets, as it was never used. Do you have one? 


Assume, of course, you are familiar with the currency listed 
by Burns for Sing Sing, and the canvas doll 
only have sieves Hate Sing Sing. 


You state you collect anything pertaining to prison or jail 
use, and so do I. Also I have accumulated such items as checks 
used at Sing Sing, letter-cover with Sing Sing postmark, postcards 
showing picture of Sing Sing prison, also showing an execution at 
Sing Sing, letterheads from institutions, and the like. 


Am particularly interested in jail tokens. Am afraid to get 
into all ramifications of Jail media of exchange as I believe 
it could be endless, so am sticking to tokens only. Have following: 


City Jail, City of St. Louis, 10% Ra Al. Rx blank. 

ail, 5¢, St. Louis. Red fibre Rd. 
City dail, City of St. Louis, 5¢, Sc. Al. Rx blank. 
Work House, City of St. Louis, Mo. 5%. Sq. Al. 
Sacramento County Branch Jail. WM Rd. No demomination. Rx blank. 
Airport Road Camp, Sacramento County. Same as above. 
Jefferson County Jail, 1g. Rd. Al. 
Merion County Jail, 5¢ and 25%. Rd. Al. 
nents City Jail, One Meal. Oct. Al. rx blank. 
K quéentin, 5¢. Rd. Br. 
Maverick: Rd Br with the numeral "1" and word "Jail." Made 
by"Wright Cin." in small letters. Rx "1" in boder of beads. 
Are you familiar with this? 
Girl's Industrial School, Hololulu, Hawaii, 50g. Rd. Al. 
Idaho Industrial Institute Dairy. GF 10¢ when returned with 
Dayton Workhouse Canteen, 1g. Rd. Br. Oct. Rd. bottle. 


Would be very much interested to hear what you have in the 
way of jail tokens. 


page three Harry English 


I don't want to make this téo long. Am afraid it is by now. 
However you ask what else I collect. My prime catagories are 
Circus tokens, CCC Camp tokens, George Junior Republic or any 
Boys Republic tokens and of course prison and jail tokens. I 
should also mention counterstamped coins of all kinds. 


At the moment I do not have any Colorado tokens of any kind. 
It would be nice to know just exactly what you have in mind or 
need because now and then I run across them, but it would be a 
waste of time just to pick them up md find you can't use them. 
For example I could purchase the following item if I knew it would 
be of interest to you; but since I don't am sending it along to 
you with the address and you can get it direct. Hope you can use 
it. 


Am working on a list of things to trade, but don't want to 
hold up this letter, so will send this now and later will send 
a list of what I have. In the meantime would like to hear from 
you in answer to the above. 


Regards, 


HAPRY ENGLICH 
315 Gove Avooe 
Falis Church, Va. 11g 


A 
1% pak 7y (\ 
Bean An; Ge! bf 


Artem gor tla op S Pb yortedny . 
P che rat Kass Ault fron Mrareure , Jebhruche, 
0 druth A the tne Lenaphite cate 
of Wbraahe » 4D, 


ary ts © poranr m fol sre, Pin 
Ne ae cae Se De Ayfrmlirize’, pe hubillatcrr 
centr, vain rachel. bie» 


A powtyTe dh te my bat title, Athina 
fr Ah Oboids bt Horst DQrernain tehorl ~4 at 
thee, Peet rhbtton Cate [fortorabe) [Xo Lorgue tom 
bxratinnt. ve Ane Lanehruk t xe LG Moos 
tn Denny Pehl facil |< ant op Hi. Ay 
detd Ax aie Sait a 
JImeturth cbr are sn ar a (OnYy 32 

= Kifirmels at, Ones, at, 
wh othe hntrmrdone, wth the Basle. dd a 
sof Avtht th hehe 

ob, nd fn me Abormne Arak any 
oa Pith dinernmilor, ahopr , atiy gobo 
they wren saat ber (teck 02 Comrera, aD wimg sek: 


wf rd the Obralo GoBin Chere (wtih you Mnf Lot) 
nebrcohe , Mra, ana Wperning . AVDA tte oF OL. & 
Akash, at ol 

sie Stee Athine , ba 2d oben, Ad nad ow 
dctucked halong ot thew Ze deltvrmerd srht 4 Ao 


7, 
he eds a: Bash bh, eel of puren ad 
> Saanee es: PPO SE Nes cornfeledin , PR BS 


Lid Girdec: 2) ae het ter SHOC Se re Oy ae 
Diph of Grrtere De ae Chao, 2% frp 
Roifird ond Larsreille, Ibrnde. 7 

SZ cial hts ce el A gat yor 4%, of dae 


Adobo Anson Ae Avealions P aegis of b 
Ted. on Akin. When ore Aa puite 
AVA fLy iiniscog oe Lk fx re wae 


Aref ~ “porthon Atria ta, Capcccally 
Harbhegs Pe Ce | Ee Aimee tain, PO yO Oe 
eer doche ty Ahaahior, 

Pee 

Hog e 


Re aoe 2 OE 
Vd 5 Laisa ty, a ia 
Or ane bo your wtih ferds Ari ° 
aie loklok Ta arhel CAL pve fuse, th Gh? Lo6 


La itn ai SOS Oe, PIR S: 


(Ret.) 


NEW ADDRESS: 


February 5, aoe 
; 


Dear Mr. Mnglish: 


First off, I apOlogize for not writing sooner, 
but I received your address about the time you wrote, 
As you can see from the attached letters, Paul Cum- 
ingham got a littled mixed up when attempting to give 
it to me. But that is over and here we are, 


There are some items that you listed for trade 
that I can use. To simplify matters, will attach 
hereto a listing of some of the items I have for trade 
and we oum@go from there. You pick out from my list 
what you need and I will do the same. 


I am particulerly interested in completing my 
Missouri, Nebraska and South Dakota prison tokens. 
Presently I have the 17 ond 10% Nebraska, the 10¢ and 
50% Missouri and 5 south Dakota. Do you have complete 
sets? I also like jail tokens and have perhaps a dozen. 
Do you have any? Would like to get some information 
on jail tokens and write en article. But have not ran 
into anybody that has any to compare notes with. 


Wi11 be looking forward to h@aring from you when 
convenient. 


Regards, 


Coupon booklets, complete with all coupons: 


TEXAS $1.00 booklet 
3.00 ke 
5.00 * 
7.00 ® 
8.00 ® 
10.00 " 
14.00 a 
16.00 ® 
ARKANSAS Dept. of Corr. (Te ke, ) 1.00 booklet 
2.00 s 
5.00 ” 
5.00 s 
10.00 * 
LOUISANA STATE PENITENTIARY 1.00 « 
2.00 ® 
5.00 e 


STATE PRISON OF SOUTHERN MICHIGAN 10.00 ® 


WASHINTON STATE PENITENTIRY 2.00 a 
5.00 ¢ 


COUPONS ONLY AND/OR COVERS ONLY (all denominations) 


Have 


ARIZONA STATE PRISON 

IOWA STATE PENITENTIARY 
OKLAHOMA STATE PRISON 
NEBRASKA PRISON STOR 
MARYLAND PENITENTIARY 
MISSOURI INTERMEDIATE REFORMATORY 
NEW MEXICO STATE PENITENTIARY 
WEST VIRGINIA PENITENTIARY 
WYOMING STATE PENITENTIARY 
VIRGINIA (Norfok Farm) 
WISCONSIN STATE PENITENTIARY 


metal tokens from the following (various denominations) 


ARKANSAS -- Cummins State Farm, Tucker Stote Farm, etc. 
ALABAMA NORTH CAROLINA DELAWARE 

IDAHO (red and green) MAINE 

KENTUCKY (Federal Correctional Institute) 

MICHIGAN (both marquette and Michigan Reformatory) 
MISSISSIPPI MISSOURI NEVADA 

NEW YORK (Tombs and Brookly Prison) Tennessee 

UTAH WYOMING 
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